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PHISHING DEFENSE

How To Spot And Avoid In-Game Phishing Links
Plain-English how-to. ~10 minutes to read; lifetime payoff.

Every multiplayer game with chat is also a phishing channel. Roblox, Fortnite, Minecraft, CS2, Rust, Valorant,
Apex — all of them. Scammers join lobbies, drop links in chat, and target younger or newer players whose
security habits are still forming.

Most in-game phishing relies on three things: urgency ('limited time'), authority ('I'm a developer/mod'), and
reward ('free skin/currency'). Recognize the pattern and the link loses its power.

By the end of this guide you'll know the seven in-game phishing patterns, how to verify any link in 10 seconds,
and how to teach this to kids who play with you.

Quick snapshot

What you'll learn Spot in-game phishing patterns and verify links safely.

Skill level Beginner-friendly · Family-friendly

Time required 10 minutes

What you'll need This guide; bookmark a few real URLs

Risk if you skip this Account theft, malware, real money loss

PDF kit ■ Download at the bottom of this page

Why this matters

In-game chat is a trust-rich environment: you're in the same lobby, on the same team, sharing a moment.
Scammers exploit that goodwill. A message that would feel sketchy in email feels normal mid-game.

Younger players are the biggest target — kids and teens have spending power (via parents) but limited
security training. A successful phishing attempt may not just take an account; it may load malware on a family
computer.

The defense isn't technical — it's behavioral. Knowing what phishing looks like in a game context turns the
obvious ones into background noise and forces the sophisticated ones to slip up on a detail you'll catch.

Before you start
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Make sure your accounts already have 2FA enabled where supported. Behavioral defense is a layer on top of
technical defense — never the only one.

Bookmark the real login URL for every game you play. Use the bookmark exclusively.

Have a 'verify channel' habit: if a teammate sends a link, ask them in voice or by an out-of-game method 'did
you really send that?'

Step 1 — Recognize Pattern 1: 'Free skin / free currency'

Any in-game message that claims to grant you free V-Bucks, Robux, CS2 skins, or rare items via an external
link is a scam. Real giveaways from game studios happen inside the game itself, not via player-shared links.

If you doubt, navigate to the publisher's official news page or X account from your own bookmark — not from
the link. Real promotions are always announced there too.

Step 2 — Recognize Pattern 2: 'I'm a moderator / dev'

'I'm a Roblox admin and your account is flagged — click here to verify.' Always fake. Moderators don't DM
individual players asking for credentials.

Real moderation happens silently or via official channels (email from the publisher's verified domain). No real
mod will rush you.

Step 3 — Recognize Pattern 3: 'Tournament / scout invite'

Pro orgs and tournament organizers don't recruit unknown players via random in-game DMs. The link is
virtually always a credential harvester.

If you legitimately want to compete, go to faceit.com, battlefy.com, esea.net directly. Real competitive paths
don't start in a random match's chat.

Step 4 — Recognize Pattern 4: 'Trade my rare item for yours'

A teammate offers to trade you a rare skin for one of yours, but 'we need to use this site' — the site asks you to
log in. The login is fake.

All legitimate trades happen in the game's official trading system. There is no external trade site that requires
you to log in.

Step 5 — Recognize Pattern 5: 'Click here for a leak / cheat'

'Free cheat for game X' or 'leaked new map' is a malware delivery system. Even if curious, do not download.

If you must investigate, do it inside a virtual machine on a non-personal device. Most kids' family PCs are
infected through this exact channel.
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Step 6 — Use the URL preview trick

Hover any link before clicking (on desktop). The real URL appears in the bottom-left of your browser or chat
client. If it doesn't match what's claimed — or if it's a URL shortener (bit.ly, tinyurl) — don't click.

On mobile, long-press the link to preview the URL. Same rules: real domain or skip.

Step 7 — Use the 30-second pause rule

Before clicking ANY link from in-game chat, voice, DM, or stream chat: wait 30 seconds. Ask: did I ask for this?
Does the URL match? Is the offer too good to be true?

Most in-game scams die in those 30 seconds. The urgency they create is the only thing making them work.

Step 8 — Teach the patterns to younger players

If you play with kids or your kids play online, sit down once and walk through these patterns together. Kids who
recognize phishing become a defense for the whole family.

Make it concrete: pull up real examples from r/Scams or game-specific subreddits. The patterns become
obvious once you've seen 5–6 examples.

PRO TIP

Real Rewards Never Need Your Password.

No legitimate giveaway requires you to log in to a non-official site.

Moderators and devs never DM individual players asking for credentials.

Tournament scouts don't cold-DM unknown players.

When in doubt: navigate via bookmark, not by clicking.

If you want to go further: power-user upgrades

Power-user upgrade #1 — Use a kid-specific safety browser

Tools like Bark or Qustodio scan in-game chat and DMs for phishing patterns, with parental alerts.

Trade-off: subscription cost.

Power-user upgrade #2 — Set up a 'pretend' account for kids to learn

Show them what phishing looks like on a throwaway account. Hands-on learning sticks.



How-To
PHISHING DEFENSE

Making Sense Of Security
Practical Cybersecurity, Made Simple.

MakingSenseOfSecurity.com/how-to/gaming/spot-in-game-phishing
msos-howto-spot-in-game-phishing-full.pdf · Page 4

Trade-off: setup time.

Power-user upgrade #3 — Subscribe to scam pattern feeds

r/Scams, r/Roblox/comments, r/Fortnite scam threads — new patterns appear weekly. Skim periodically.

Trade-off: occasional reading.

Power-user upgrade #4 — Use a separate gaming Windows user

Kid (or even adult) gaming happens in a non-admin standard user. Malware can't easily affect the rest of the
machine.

Trade-off: occasional permission prompts.

Power-user upgrade #5 — Pin a 'security rules' note next to the gaming setup

Physical sticky note: 'Did I initiate this? Does the URL match? Is it free + urgent? STOP.'

Trade-off: nothing. Just helpful.

Power-user upgrade #6 — Make 'show me first' a family rule

Younger players must show parents any in-game link before clicking. Becomes second nature in a month.

Trade-off: requires consistent enforcement.

Common mistakes & pitfalls

Mistake — Clicking a link from in-game chat because 'they seem nice.'

Fix — Niceness is the scam. Always verify first.

Mistake — Trusting any 'free Robux / V-Bucks / skin' offer.

Fix — 100% scam. Always.

Mistake — Logging into a third-party 'trade' site.

Fix — All legitimate trades happen in-game.

Mistake — Downloading any 'free cheat' or 'leaked' file.

Fix — Top family-PC malware vector.

Mistake — Trusting urgency.

Fix — Real opportunities don't expire in 5 minutes.

Mistake — Not teaching kids the patterns.

Fix — They'll fall for it once if they haven't seen it before.
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Mistake — Using URL shorteners blindly.

Fix — Always preview the real URL before clicking.

Pro tips

Pro tip 1. Hover-preview every URL before clicking. 2 seconds, saves hours.

Pro tip 2. Treat URL shorteners as automatic 'do not click.'

Pro tip 3. Keep a 'verified links' note in your password manager — your bookmarks for every game.

Pro tip 4. The 'who is online and willing to chat' players are often the scammers — be wary of unsolicited
friendliness.

Pro tip 5. If a 'friend' sends an urgent link, voice-verify before clicking.

Frequently asked questions

My kid clicked a phishing link in Roblox — what now?

Change their Roblox password immediately, enable 2FA, run an antivirus scan on the PC, and check their
parent's banking accounts for unauthorized purchases if any cards were saved.

Are all free skin sites scams?

Effectively yes. Legitimate giveaways happen in-game or on a publisher's verified social media — never via a
site that asks you to log in.

What if a teammate genuinely sends me a useful link?

Voice-verify or out-of-game ask. Real friends don't mind the check.

How do I know if a Roblox 'admin' is real?

Roblox admins never DM users. If you have a real moderation question, go to roblox.com → help → contact
support.

Are 'discord servers for skins' real?

Some are. Most aren't. Verify the server is linked from the official game's social media before joining and never
click links inside.

What's the difference between phishing and social engineering?

Phishing is one form of social engineering — specifically credential theft via fake login. Social engineering is
the broader category (impersonation, urgency, trust exploitation).

Should I block URL shorteners entirely?

It's a reasonable rule. Most in-game scammers rely on bit.ly / tinyurl / t.co to disguise the real destination.
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Quick recap — do these in order

DO THIS RIGHT NOW

The 8-step recap.

1. Pattern 1: 'Free skin / currency' — always scam.

2. Pattern 2: 'I'm a moderator' — always scam.

3. Pattern 3: 'Tournament scout' DM — always scam.

4. Pattern 4: 'Trade via this site' — always scam.

5. Pattern 5: 'Free cheat / leaked file' — malware.

6. Hover-preview every URL.

7. The 30-second pause stops most scams.

8. Teach the patterns to kids and friends.

Mini glossary

Phishing: Tricking you into entering credentials on a fake login page.

Social engineering: Manipulating you into a security mistake via pressure or trust.

URL shortener: Service like bit.ly that hides the real destination URL.

Credential harvester: A fake login page designed to steal your username and password.

Token logger: Malware that steals session tokens, bypassing 2FA.

In-game chat: Any text or voice channel inside a game where strangers can message you.


