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GAMING SECURITY

How To Secure Your Steam Account

Plain-English how-to. ~15 minutes. Stops the #1 way Steam accounts get stolen.

A Steam account with years of games and a few CS2 skins can be worth thousands of dollars on the resale
market. Attackers know it. Every day they trick gamers into clicking malicious ‘free skin' links, fake trade offers,
or counterfeit Steam login pages — and walk off with the entire library.

Steam itself has solid security tools built in — Mobile Authenticator, trade holds, family view, recovery codes —
but most players never turn them all on. Fifteen minutes of setup makes your account dramatically harder to
steal.

By the end of this guide your Steam account will have phone-based two-factor authentication, a 15-day trade
hold for new contacts, a backup recovery method, and a family view PIN so a guest on your PC can't trigger
purchases.

Quick snapshot

What you'll learn How to enable Steam Mobile Authenticator, trade holds, family view, and
recovery options.

Skill level Beginner-friendly - Advanced section included

Time required 15 minutes

What you'll need Your Steam login, your phone (iOS or Android)

Risk if you skip this Account takeover, full library stolen, skins drained in seconds
PDF kit m Download at the bottom of this page

Why this matters

Steam accounts are bearer assets: whoever logs in owns everything. Unlike a bank, there's no fraud insurance
and recovery can be slow. A stolen Steam account often means a permanent loss.

The most common takeover flow is depressingly simple: a fake Discord message offers a tournament invite,
the link leads to a perfect clone of the Steam login page, the player types their password, and the attacker logs
in from another country within seconds. Two-factor authentication via the Mobile Authenticator stops that cold.

Trade holds (which delay any item leaving your account by 15 days for unknown trade partners) turn account
theft from instant catastrophe into a recoverable incident — Valve gives you time to notice and revert.
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Beforeyou start

Install the Steam Mobile app on your phone (iOS App Store or Google Play). You'll need it for the authenticator
and you'll keep it long-term.

Know your current Steam password. If you've been using one you've reused on other sites, change it first —
use a long unique password from your password manager.

Have 10 minutes of uninterrupted time. The mobile authenticator setup includes a recovery code you must
write down before continuing.

Step 1 — Enable Steam Mobile Authenticator

Open the Steam mobile app, sign in. Tap the menu (m) - Steam Guard - Add Authenticator. Confirm via
SMS code. Steam will display a Recovery Code (R-prefixed) — screenshot it AND write it down on paper.

The recovery code is the only way back in if you lose your phone. Store the paper copy in the same place
you keep your passport and store the screenshot in your password manager's secure notes.

Step 2— Turn on the 15-day trade hold (Trade Confirmations)

Now that the Mobile Authenticator is enabled, Steam automatically applies a 15-day trade hold on items going
to anyone you haven't been friends with for at least a year. Verify this is on at Steam - Settings - Family
and Steam Trade Holds.

If you regularly trade with a specific partner you trust, you can mark them as a 'long-term friend' to skip the hold
for that one person. Keep the hold on for everyone else.

Step 3 — Set up account recovery (email + phone)

Steam - Account Details - Contact info. Verify your email is one you actually own and check (not an old
college address). Add a phone number for SMS recovery as a backup.

Critical: the recovery email should itself have two-factor authentication enabled. If an attacker can break into

your email, they can reset Steam. The chain is only as strong as your weakest link.

Step 4 — Enable Family View (PIN-protect purchases)

Steam - Settings — Family - Family View. Set a 4-digit PIN. This stops anyone using your PC — kids,
roommates, a sleepover guest — from making purchases or changing settings without the PIN.

You can grant 'always accessible' permissions to the Library while still requiring the PIN for the Store,
Community, and account settings.

Step 5— Review authorized devices and active sessions

Steam - Account Details -~ Manage Steam Guard — Deauthorize all other devices. This signs out every
device except the one you're using. Anyone with active access loses it.
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After this, expect to log back in on your gaming PC, your laptop, and any console using Steam Link. That's
intentional — and if any device shouldn't be on the list, you just kicked it off.

Step 6 — Tighten profile privacy

Profile - Edit Profile - Privacy Settings. Set Game Details to Friends Only, Inventory to Friends Only (or
Private), and Friends List to Friends Only. Scammers scrape public profiles to identify high-value targets.

Hide your real name and country. Steam doesn't need them and the less attackers know about you, the harder
it is to social-engineer support.

Step 7 — Set up a strong unique password

Steam - Account Details -~ Change Password. Use your password manager to generate a 20+ character
random password. Store only in the password manager — never in your browser's saved passwords if you
also share that PC.

If you've been using the same password on Steam and any other site, treat the old one as compromised and
replace it everywhere.

Step 8 — Bookmark thereal Steam login URL

The #1 Steam phishing technique is a fake login page. Bookmark https://store.steampowered.com/login
and use the bookmark every time — never click a 'login required' link from Discord, email, or a forum.

If you ever see a Steam login prompt that came from a click, close the tab, open Steam from your bookmark,
and log in there instead.

PRO TIP

Treat Your PhoneLike Your Steam Key.

The Mobile Authenticator IS your account's second key. Losing your phone without your recovery code =
losing your library.

Print the recovery code. Store one copy at home, one in your password manager.
Don't use SMS as your only 2FA — SIM-swap attacks bypass it. Use the Steam app authenticator instead.

Never share screenshots that include your trade URL or Steam ID with strangers.

If you want to go further: power-user upgrades
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Power -user upgrade #1 — Use a separate email just for Steam

Create a dedicated email (mail.com, ProtonMail) used nowhere else and enable 2FA on it. Steam recovery
now requires breaking two unique accounts.

Trade-off: one more inbox to check occasionally.

Power -user upgrade #2 — Run Steam in a separ ate Windows account

Use a non-administrator Windows user for gaming. Reduces blast radius if malware lands while you're playing.

Trade-off: occasional UAC prompts when installing software.

Power -user upgrade#3 — Lock CS2/ Dota item trading entirely

If you never trade, set inventory to Private and never accept trade offers. Account remains valuable but cannot
be drained.

Trade-off: can't gift or trade items even legitimately.

Power -user upgrade #4 — Use a hardwar e security key for Steam Guard

Steam supports FIDO U2F via the Mobile App. Combined with a YubiKey on your email, the chain is fully
phishing-resistant.

Trade-off: hardware key cost (~$30).

Power -user upgrade #5 — Subscribe to SteamDB account alerts

Tools like SteamDB show login history. Check weekly for unfamiliar locations.

Trade-off: 1 minute weekly habit.

Power -user upgrade #6 — Set up a'cold' Steam account for irreplaceable inventory

Move skins and rare items to a secondary account with no trading enabled. Use your primary account for
buying/playing only.

Trade-off: requires two-account management.

Common mistakes & pitfalls
Mistake — Using SMS 2FA only.

Fix — SIM-swap attacks bypass SMS. Use the Steam Mobile Authenticator.
Mistake — Clicking 'free skin' or 'tournament invite' links from Discord DMs.
Fix — These are almost always phishing. Open Steam directly via bookmark.

Mistake — Reusing your Steam password elsewhere.
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Fix — Any breach on any site reuses your Steam login. Unique passwords only.
Mistake — Skipping the trade hold setting.

Fix — Without it, a stolen account loses everything in under a minute.

Mistake — Leaving inventory public.

Fix — Public inventories make you a targeted phishing target. Private or Friends Only.
Mistake — Not writing down the recovery code.

Fix — Lose your phone = lose your account. Write it down and store offline.

Mistake — Trusting the Steam-branded login pages that appear after clicking a link.

Fix — Always go via bookmark. Steam doesn't need to email you a login link.

Protips

Pro tip 1. Add a bookmark in your browser called 'STEAM LOGIN' that goes to
https://store.steampowered.com/login — use it religiously.

Pro tip 2. Check the active sessions list monthly: Account Details -~ Manage Steam Guard.

Pro tip 3. Never link your Steam to a giveaway or tournament site you can't fully verify. Most are credential
harvesters.

Pro tip 4. Turn on email login confirmations — Account Details — Email preferences — enable login alerts.

Pro tip 5. Use Steam's 'Sign me in automatically' only on devices you physically control and trust.

Frequently asked questions

| lost my phone with the M obile Authenticator. What now?

Use your recovery code (R-prefixed) on the Steam mobile app to move the authenticator to a new phone. If
you didn't save it, contact Steam Support — recovery is possible but slow (days to weeks).

Will trade holds delay my legitimate trades?

Only for partners who haven't been your Steam friends for at least a year. Long-term friends can be marked
exempt.

Isthe Mobile Authenticator more securethan SMS?

Yes. SMS can be intercepted by SIM-swap attacks; the Mobile Authenticator generates codes locally on your

device.

Can | run Steam Mobile Authenticator on two phones?
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No — only one device at a time. If you set it up on a new phone, the old one stops working.

Should I use Steam Guard email codesinstead of the mobile app?

The mobile app is stronger. Email codes were Steam's first 2FA and remain available, but the mobile app
brings the trade hold and instant confirmation features.

What if a'Steam Support' rep DMsme on Discord?

It's a scam. Steam Support never DMs users. Real support only happens at help.steampowered.com.

My account wasjust stolen. Can | get it back?

Yes — go to help.steampowered.com immediately. With proof of original purchase (card statement) and your
phone number on file, recovery is common.

Quick recap — do thesein order

DO THIS RIGHT NOW
The 8-step recap.
. Enable Steam Mobile Authenticator and save the recovery code.
. Confirm the 15-day trade hold is on.
. Set up account recovery email and phone.
. Enable Family View with a PIN.
. Deauthorize all other devices.
. Set profile privacy to Friends Only.
. Generate a unique 20+ char password.

. Bookmark the real Steam login URL.

Mini glossary
Steam Guard: Valve's 2FA system — email or mobile app generates codes.

Mobile Authenticator: Code generator + trade confirmer inside the Steam mobile app.

Trade hold: 15-day delay before items leave your account to a hon-long-term friend.
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Family View: PIN-locked mode that restricts purchases, store, and settings.
Recovery Code: The R-prefixed string that lets you regain access if you lose your phone.

API key: Token some third-party tools request — never give to untrusted sites.
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